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SHOOTS HIS WIFE
AFTERJUARREL

R. L. Shclton Says He Was Driv-
eft Almost Insane by Nagging

of Her Relatives.

CONDITION IS PRECARIOUS

Husband Arrested at Boarding-
House When About to Take

His Own Life.

K L. Shelton, 82!' Hayncs Avenue,
Hrookland Park, late yesterday after¬
noon shot liIh wife, little, through the
head, following a ciuarrel which took
plnce In the dining-room of their home,
before the eyes of hlu two small chil¬
dren. The man fired throe shots, the
first two missing their mark, hut thethird and laut ntiiklng Mrs. Slietlon.lust.below the right ear and passingthrough the face, making Its exit sev¬
eral inches below the left ear. TheJawbone was broken, but It was said.*lt the Virginia Hospital early this
morning that the woman was thoughtto havp an oven chance for life. Shil-
ton was arrestee and is beinu held atthe Second Police Station. Mo will he
arraigned in Police i 'our: tills niorn*i ng.
\kk;iiiiohs cam, i>

I'IMjK'K \M) tMIIII.VMl:
Persons at the residence of t". F Fus-

»e||, $27 llaynes Avenue, are said to
haw; communicated the Mist news of
the shooting to the Second Station.Mounted Officer Allen v. as hurried to
the scene, «>nlv to find thai Shelton hail
armed himself and would resist, and
.*4hnt his wife was in what appeared to
him to be a dying cor.-!''"hm lie sum¬
moned assistance and r tiled the am¬
bulance. Policemen T<unlin»-on, l»es-
klns and .lustb-e of tb.-j I'e;. -r Pitrdie
n ere rushed to the score < r the shoot¬
ing in the Police Sigr-al vice auto¬
mobile. The ambulat.-*.. w .*.'.» Surgeon
.1 H. Walker iti charge. arii>'?d at the.
spot at about the same . i:1 and Mrs
Shelton «vas immcdia tel; hurried to
the hospital

I" )on the arrival of the additional
poll.-e, th'- Shelton home was surround¬
ed iikI a concerted invasion followed.
A thorough searen of th" place resulted
in the discovers that Shelton bail left
for soiVie unknown place. Mis two
children had been taken" In charge by
their uncle. A. S «Jreshani. and were
nt the hotne «if the Fussolls
"IIKI.TON Tlltt lil) TO

IIOA It 1)1\si;
.lustice of the. Peaci Purdie called

several places over the telephone be¬
fore he succeeded in .learning that
Shelton hail been to Floyd's saloon,
about a mile and a half from the so«ne
of the shooting, and had there pur¬
chased some whiskey. He informed
Floyd that he was going to his board-
ing-houBC, fOS West Marshall Street.
.fustl.ee Purdie communicated with the
second Station, and Policeman Krutr
was hurried to the house. lie found
Shelton standing in a front room,
threatening to kill himself, and to
shoot a»> one who attempted to Inter¬
fere. Krutr rushed the man as be at¬
tempted to draw the . revolver, which
bad already been used with murderous
intent, and. after a short struggle, se¬
cured It Shelton pulled the trigger
as Krug grabbed the pistol, and the
pluriger of the hammer penetrated the
skin between the oflicer's thumb and
forefinger, preventing an explosion of
the Cnrtrldge. Shelton made no fur¬
ther attempt at resistance, .in'! was
brought to the station house without
further trouble.

"I was not drunk at the time f shot
!»eiSheltop told a repor ter i><" this
paper in his cell last night "I acte.il
on the spur of the moment, and if I
had the thing to go through with
auain. wotih. act in the same way. I
onl> regret that I isi«l not immedi¬
ate^ kill myself. I had no thought
of injuring my children, whom T love
deal 1>.
nws iti:i.ATivi:s iiaij

X VCfiKI) 111 >1 KOIl VKAIIS
"My life has liccii one of torment tor

i he lust few yearn, si nil I believe its
'.ircinistancos would have driven any
oilier man insane"
Asked why he disliked his wife ho

much, Shelton replied:
"It goes back a number of years, of

I'oursi', but the real cause of the trou-
ble to-nlcht was the result of the
charge.! which rhe ami her brother,
.lohti T. (.>rc3hai:i, brought against me
last Saturday, and which resulted in
my being fined $10 and costs in the Po¬
licy (,'ourt "ii Monday. Their chargeof assaulting ami kicking her was a
prevarication, and the evidence they
gnve perjury I have never struck Iter
in my life, and have always given her
every cent I made for household use,with the exception of a dollar which
I kept out each week for tobacco Mrs'.
Shelton has been persistently nagging
me. for years, and has been aided in
this by her brother, who has beau liv¬
ing u itb us.
That man has been living with usfor months. He has never paid a centof board, and I have done everythingto secure a living for my family andfor him. I have even carried bricks

to prevent being out of work. At onetime another brother of my wife's.
nor my wife, either, for 1 have no
wife.Mr. Shelton and his wife, livedwith lis for six months and contrib¬
uted nothing toward defraying the
household expenses. I left home on
two occasions as a result of the nag¬ging and returned at each time at the
insistence of my w. of Mrs. Shelton.
t.KKT HIS win-;

Al'Tl'JI eorilT CASK
"After the proceedings in court Mon¬

day 1 moved my residence to that of
Harry Thorne, 108 West Marshall
Street. 1 returned home yesterday af¬
ternoon to have Mrs. Shelton check upseveral bills for supplies which had
been sent me, and found ihein about
to sit down to supper. John Oresham
and the children were In the room, and
when 1 asked her to check the bills to
see If they were correct before 1 paidthem she asked her brother what to
do. Me tr.^l her to refuse to have any¬thing to (to with the matter, and she
then replied to me that she knew
nothing about them.

"At that everything went black be¬
fore me. 1 knew what I was doihg,
but I could hardly see. 1 seemed to
go mad with anger. I snatched the
pistol from my pocket and beganshooting. Oresham was closest to the
door, and dashed through. I pulled the
trigger again and again before Mrs.
Shelton stumbled throug'i the door.
When 1 appeared to have somewhat
regained myself, little Austin was
clinging to my arm begging me not to
kill them all, and little Mary was
standing dazed by the door. I snatched
them to me and told them 1 meant
them no harm. The set table was not
disturbed by any one, and the supper
Is still there. By that time Fussell
had como In and soon took the children
nwny. I went to his home to see them,and "told them that I would remain at

Continued on Second rage.)

WARSHIPS GOING
TO PANAMA CANAL

They Will Be on Guard to Pro¬
tect Neutrality of

Zone.
/

WILSON MAKES DECISION

Number of Vessels Will Be De¬
termined on Full Report

From Goethals.

WASHINGTON. December 15.. Presi¬
dent Wilson and his Cabinet decided
to-day to send American warships t-o
the .'anal Zone to guard against neu¬

trality violations by belligerent ships.
Just liow many ships will be dis¬
patched will be determined after a full
report has been received from Gover¬
nor Goethals, of the Canal Zone, and
Captain Itodnian, naval ofllcer at the
canal.

Moth Secretary Garrison and Secre¬
tary Daniels made ll dear to-day that
the delay in acting on Colonel Goe-
thals's request for destroyers was due
to a lack of Information. .Mr. Garrison
explained that the colonel had asked
for destroyers without specifying the
purpose of their use. In reply to a
message of inquiry. Colonel Goethals
explained that wireless regulations
were being violated in canal waters,
and referred to the misuse of the Canal
Zone jik a base of supplies. The War
Department again asked for specific
Instances of what had occurred, but to-
nii;ht no further Information had been
received.

If the Canal Zone Is being used as a
base of supplies. Colonel Goethals will
he instructed to use his land forces.
Should It develop that the wireless
Is be I iih used within the territorial
waters, the Navy Department will de¬
mand an explanation from Its naval
oftlcers. as the question of wireless
regulation is up t<> the Nnvy depart¬
ment.
"Whatever is necessary to be done."

said Secretary Danipls to-night. "to
carrv out the executive order of the
President with reference to the radio
communication, will be done. A tele¬
gram from vjie radio ot!ice at the Canrl
Zone says. 'I'or communication with
British cruisers from west coast. I
have dl.^marth d radio of one British
collier at Balboa, Canal Zone'
"Destroyers or other ships will be

sent to the Canal Zone at any moment
when needed to prevent the use of
radio for any unneutral act by ships
of .my be'llirerent nation."
The probability is that some of the

< misers now on the Mexican west
'.oast Will be ¥ei;| to the zone instead
of dOstroycs.

At the British embassy it was sug¬
gested that the I'.ritish colliers, which
ate alleged to have been using th *ir
wlrbless within the territorial waters.
may not haVe rtceiyed .ord of the
canal regulations on this point, as
these only reached London yesterday.

BIG CHRISTMAS SHIPMENTS
linrrlenii filftn fining to Ktiropc on

( tiprrredrnlrd Srolr.

WASHINGTON. December IS.. \!iier-
ican Christmas gifts are going to war-
rlne countries of Kurope <>n an unpre¬
cedented scale, despite transportation
interrupt tons.
Reports to-day ;r» the Post-Office de¬

partment show the steamer St. Paul
sailing on Saturday carried 300,000
pounds of Christmas mail, the largest
single ocean mail shipment ever made,
which included ..000 -racks containing
parcels for Great Britain and Ireland.
By another ship 1,000 sacks were dis¬
patched for Germany and Austria, for
which reasonable assurances of deliv¬
ery have been received.

BIDS FOR NEW SUBMARINES
l.inip Appropriation of Must

Provide for Klglit Itonts.

WASHINGTON. December lf>..Bids
were opened to-day at the Navy De¬
partment for eight new submarines,
one of which Is to displace between
025 ami 1,066 tons (the exact specifi¬cations are n naval secret). The great
diving ship must have a speed of twen¬
ty-one knots on the surface anil six¬
teen knots under water; will he pro¬
pelled by Delscl engines, with oil Die'.,
and be of sufficient cruising capacity
to accompany a licet around the world.
There were only two bidders, the

Kleetrlc Boat Company and the Lake
Submarine Torpedo Boat Company. 'Die
latter submitted thirty separate bids.
For the big seagoing submarine, the
Klectric Company's bid was the low¬
est at ?1.350.000 for a vessel of '125
tons, while the Lake Company's bid
for smaller harbor defense boats was
the lowest, being $370,000 for a vessel
of 2S0 tons.
As the lump appropriation of $4,-

46S.000 must provide at least eight
boats, it would appear that It would
be necessary to choose the smaller in
at least seven cases.

RENOUNCES ENGLISH HONORS
j llnron Cnrl Slntln I'nohn Mnilr- Privy

Councilor l»y AiiHtrlnn lOmprror.
AMSTERDAM <vi.'i London), Decern-

J bcr 15 (11:20 F\ M.)..The Vossiche
Zi itung. of Berlin. says that Baron
Car! Slatin Pacha, who has been madeia privy councilor by the AustrianI Emperor. has renounced Ids English
appointments and decorations.

Slatin Pacha was born in Austria In
1S57, and in 1S78 went to Soudan,
where be was appointed by General
Gordon as Governor of Darfur. Later
he became British inspector-general
of the Soudan. A Berlin dispatch last

j August said he had resigned when
Great Britain declared war against
Austria. He was an honorary tnajor-
general in the British army and a
lieutenant-general in the Egyptian
army.

In Great Britain he received numer-
ous decorations. He was created a
baron of the Austrian empire In 1006.

BRISBANEMUClTBETTER
I'll jxlelnim. After Consultation. Decide

Operation In Not Necessary.
ATI jANTA. OA., December 15..Dis¬

tinct improvement was reported by
the attending physicians to-day In the
condition of Arthur Brisbane, the New
York editor, who has been seriously 111
of intestinal trouble, in this city for
several days. Mr. Brisbane has , been
removed from a local hotel to a hos¬
pital, whern bis physicians, aftor a
consultation early to-day. decided that
an oporatlon would not lm necessary
at present.

Wilson Instructs Garrison to Send
Reinforcements to Mexi- >

can Border.

REQUEST IS MADE BY BLISS

Preparing to Enforce Demands
That Firing Across Boun¬

dary Line Stop.
WASHINGTON, December 15..Kur-

ther demonstration was made by thoUnited States gbvernment to-day of j'its determination not io tolerate eon- iUntied firing l»y the Mexican factions
at Naco, Sonora. Into American ter¬
ritory.

President Wilson, after a brief dls-
cusslon with liis Cabinet, instructed
Secretary Garrison to comply with the jrequest of MrlKadier-General TankerH. Kiiss, at Naco Arizona, for rpin- |forcemeats to handle a possible emer- jgeney situation. Three regiments of''Infantry and three batteries of artll-|lery were ordered to Naco.
The general understanding to-nightin administration quarters was that,

as soon as Hie additional American jforces were in position on the line, |the I'nited States would return any I
artillery or infantry (ire which might
come from Mexico territory. As it:
will require three days for the troopsto reach Naco, the Mexican factions
have virtually that much time to com-

j ply with the Auferieun demands, or he
shelled out of their positions.
STA 'IT* >1KXT ISSI'Kn

in SKCItKTAIIV <»A It ItlMO.V
The' reinforcements ordereii to-daywill iiritiK the total force of the Amer¬

ican army at Naco to eleven troops of
cavalry, three regiments of infantry jand six batteries of artillery, with[twenty-lour trans. The following jstatement was issued by SecretaryGarrison late to-day:

"In view of conditions on tho border,
as lie sees them. General Mliss has re-
quested that additional infantry and)'artillery be sent him. In compliance
with his request, the following troops
are being dispatched to and placed
under his command. These reinforce¬
ments are iieiiiK requested and sent as
a measure of precaution. The troops!
to tie sent are three i laments of in-
fantry from Galveston or Texas City !
and one battery of 1.7 guns and two)batteries of 4.7 howitzers from Fort
Sill, Okla"

Firing by the Mexican factions has
been intermittent for several days. The
United States already lias outlined
that it intends to take "defensive" and j» not "aggressive'' action, and as soon
as it has an adequate force in posi- !
tlon, ottlcials believe one or the other jof the Mexican factions will with-
draw.

: LIFE PRISONER ON PAROLE
I.evrlH Oliver Widely Known an >lnn

Sentenced for Stealing llam.
J.ANSING. MICH., December 15.-1

Governor Ferris has ordered the paroleof Michigan's nipst widely known pris- i
oner, l.ewis Oliver, known as the man'
who was sentenced for life for stealing
a ham.

Oliver was sent to Marquette under
the habitual criminal act. It was hts| third conviction for burglary.

In ISM (.diver was tlrst sent to Jack¬
son for three years fur burglary.In less than three years he was back.
Tiie second time the judge sentencedjhini t>» ten years in Jackson, and
warned him that if he came back a jthird time he would ... . life, un-ler
the law. The second sentence beganMarch 2.1. isoi. and ojt March 28, 1904. j(>!iv« r broke into a meat store and
stole two lutms and S3.5J. lie was
convicted.

LIBEL SUIT DISMISSED
JnracN M. I.tiicIi l.oscfi Action VRuliiHt

Manufacture.' AnMoclntlna.
NKW YORK, December 15..Supreme jCourt Justice Guy to-day dismissed the$100,000 libel suit instituted by JamesM. Lynch, former president of the In¬

ternational Ty pographicai Union,against John Kirby and other direc¬tors of the National Association -ofManufacturers for passing resolutionscharging the union with responsibll-ity for the dynamite explosion in thoLos Angeles Times Building in 1010.
Justice Guy held that no officers of

the union were specifically mentionedtin the resolutions, and that) "when a
libel is against a whole class, no sin-
gle individual can maintain a civil ae-tion for lib) 1 against its author."

Criticisms against corporations, the
court continued, have been freely.madeji»t N'ew York State since 1S15 "without

I exposing the critics to prosecution."

¦ONE OUT OF TEN GETS CHARITY |
l'urtlal or Complete Support Cilvcn

2r»0,(l00 ltexlileulN of Cook County.
CHICAGO. December 15..+One out of

every ten persons in Chicago receives
aid from public charity, according to
a report to-day of the retiring presi-dent of the Heard of County Commis-
sioners The report state, that during
the current* year partial or complete
support was given at public expense
to 250.100 residents of Cook County.
These tigures, it was pointed out,

exclude th)> number of persons who ap¬plied for aid to private organizations.

BURGLAR SHOOTS LAWYER
(baric* II. iteyiioldn, of Atlanta, Killed

in Revolver Duel In Ml* Home.
ATLANTA, OA.. December I .

Charles H. Reynolds, a lawyer, was
shot and instantly killed early this
morning in a revolver battle with a
burglar in his home here. Reynoldstired four times before he was killed.
The burglar escaped.
The Reynolds home is in a fashion¬

able neighborhood. The slayer droppedhis revolver in the hall, and this is the
only clue to his identity.

FIRE iVHEART OF ATLANTA
CauMC* Unnutgc IXImntril At $100,000

to Two Concern*.
ATLANTA, OA., December 15.. Kire

in the heart of the business district
here early to-day caused damage esti¬
mated at $100,000 to the. 131yea Aus-
jell Company, dealers in automobile
accessories, and the Tripod I'aint Com¬
pany. The blaze originated In the es¬
tablishment of tho former concern
and for a time threatened to spread
to other buildings In the block.

1.

ALLIES PUSH OFFENSIVE !
WITH STRONG FORCES I

Ortelburg, whose ruins are shown in the photo, is c. German town on the Russian frontier. The Russians, intheir march on Kast Prussia, bombarded ttie town with te'.linp effect, as may he judged by the ruins, but were com¬pelled lo retire before the (ieriniins under Field Marshal von llhtdenburg, in command of the (.crnian forces inEast Prussia. Regardless of the ruins nil about them, on the regulai market day merchants and hucksters tooktheir accustomed places in the .Market Platz with their supply of foodstuffs.

DELAY RESULTS FROM j
HASTY WORK OF COUNCIL

Aldermen Kind Ordinance (iivinji
Work to Unemployed to He

Defective.

SUBSTITUTE .HEASUKK I'ASSHl)

No Expending Body Named in Ap¬
propriation as Adopted by Lower
Branch.Special Meeting of Oiun-
cil Called for Friday Night.
Prevented from giving the expected

immediate relief to the city's tinem-
ployed by an eleventh-hour discovery
that the ordinance as passed on De¬
cember 7 by the Common Council was
defective, the I5oard of Aldermen last
night passed a substitute ordinance
appropriating S12.r>,000 for immediate,expenditure in public work under th«*|direction of the Administrative Hoard.

\\ hen it became apparent that the
ordinance as passed by the Council
would not be concurred in. Councilman
Jones, patron of the measure, who
was present as a spectator, at once
put in circulation a petition asking
for a special meeting of the Common
Council this week to concur In the
passage of whatever measure the
Hoard might adopt. The five necessarysignatures were easily obtained, and
President Peters, of the Common Covin-
cil. who was present in the chamber.
issued a call for a special meeting of
the lower branch to he held at S o'clock
Friday night.
TEXT OF OllDI.VAXCE

FOl'MD UPPKCTIVK
The ordinance passed by the Com¬

mon Council on December 7 reads as
follows:
"Bo it ordained by the Council of

the city of Richmond, that the sum of
$125,000 be, and the same is hereby,appropriated to the credit of an ac-
conn' to be raised and known as spe- !
cial improvement appropriation, whichsnii'. sum shall be used and employedin making needed public improvements,Including the employment of labor, sup-plies and equipment,, and said board
shall draw upon said account by
proper vouchers, charging said itn-
provements to the proper department
accounts. All work under this or-
dinance shall be by per diem em-
ployes."

In this form the measure was re-
ported to the Hoard last night for con-
cuirence. and a crowded chamber was
on hand to witness the unanimous ap¬proval of the measure that had been
forecast.
Pt'l.MOK DISCO VICIt.N

FI.AW IV tlKASt'lIB
Alderman I'uller discovered the fata!

flnw. He pointed out that the ordi¬
nance as drawn failed to designatethe expending authority. While it was
generally understood that the Admin-
istrative Hoard was to administer the
appropriation, only an indefinite ref-
erenco was made in the ordinance to
an unnamed board. To pass such an
ordinance, said Mr. Puller, would only
mean that City Auditor Crenshaw
would decline to honor any drafts uuon
the fund, since no expending authority
was designated, and the planned relief
would be indefinitely delayed)
Alderman Gunst was inclined to be-

lieve that the reference, in view of]the wide publicity that the method of!
administering the fund had attained,
was explicit enough, and said that he
was prepared to vote to concur in tho
ordinance as passed by the lower
branch. The measure, lie thought, was
of such a pressing nature that it could
not afford to bo delayed longer.
WOHKMAN SftJOBSTS OIIIOINAI,

PROPOSITION AS Sl'SISTITIJTK
At this point in the discussion \lder-

man Workman moved as a substitute
for the defective ordinance reportedfrom the Common Council the passage
of the measure prepared by the Finance
Commlttep, segregating the $125,000
appropriation to the several depart¬
ments This ordinance had been de¬
feated !n the Common Council on the
ground that the division of tlift sum
among the several deportments would
hamper the Administrative Hoard in
using the. appropriation to tho best

Continued on Sccond Page.)

MS,
I ARE GREATLY IMPROVED
Some of Country's Most Prominent

Hunkers deport to federal
Reserve Board.

iHHORT-TKHM MONEY 1H CHE^P
Advisory C-ouncli Holds First Session

at Washington.Opinions Received
as Promising Indication That Ilusi-
ness Generally Is Reviving.
WASHINGTON, December 15..Finan-

| clal conditions throughout the t'nlted
States have Improved greatly in the
last few months, according to reports
to the Federal Reserve Hoard to-day by
some of the country's most prominent I
bankers. Credit conditions were said |
to In* exceptionally pood. reservesI abundant ami short-term money cheap. J| Th« reports were made by members
of the advisory council, the only body .

authorized by the reserve act to Rive
advice to the reserve board. Such well-
know linanclers as J. I\ Morgan and
J. B. l'oiitan are among; members of
the council. Their opinions on condi-
tions over the country were received
by the board as a most promising In-
dlcatlon that business generally Is re-| vlvlng.
The council held its first session here

to-day, and met twice with the board. 1
It made no concrete recommendations,
although the board asked for advice ;
on questions relating: to time deposits, |
Use of acceptances, and the admission jinto the Federal system of State banks, jThrough an executive committee, the i
council shortly will submit Its conclu- jsions on those subjects.
COMMENTS OF 1IOA It I)

ON HAY'S CONFERENCES j
In a statement to-night, the board jmade this comment on to-day's confer- jerices:
"At the joint meptlng It was sutr- I

posted with reference to State banks jthat care be used In order to admit
to the system only those institutions jwhich were strong and capable of per- jforming the service in a commercial
way, while at the same time taking (pains to protect the national banks of jthe system In the full enjoyment of
their privileges. Careful examination jof all entering banks was recommend-
ed. It was stated that in many partsof the country many State banks are

| ready and willing to seek admission jto the system under proper conditions.
"The meeting developed an unusual

degree of enthusiasm over the prospect| of the Federal reserve system, par-ticularly with reference to the clear- j| ing of checks when properly safe- !
guarded and applied."
The board announced to-ni«ht that

the Federal banks in Cleveland and jKansas City to-day lowered their re-
discount -atcs to correspond to thosej authorized yesterday for Atlanta. A i

| further retirement of emergency cur¬
rency Is expected to follow. The mem- jI bershlp Includes George J. Seay, Rich- !
mond, and Charles Kyerly, Atlanta. I
The council elected as president. J. B. jFurgan, of Chicago.

Itl(iniO.M) HANK MAKES
CUT IN It EI>1SCOI'NT ItATE

Beginning to-morrow, the FederalReserve Bank of Richmond will putinto effect the following new discountj rates: maturities up to thirty days, f>
per cent; maturities from thirty to',sixty days, 5 1-2 per cent, and maturl-ties beyond sixty days, f> per cent. !The present rates for thirty andsixty-day i iper are 5 1-2 and 6 per'cent, respect vely. These rates have been Iin force since December 4, when theywere adopted to succeed the (5 andfi 1-2 per cent rates under which the!local bank began business on Novcm-her 16. An order authorizing the sec-ond reduction since the opening of the ibank, effective to-morrow, was re¬ceived yesterday by the local author!* |tics from the Federal Reserve Board, jNotices were dispatched last night to
the member banks of the Fifth His- !trict, Informing them of the reduction.
KEFI.ECTS EASIER

FI\AN< IA I. CONDITIONS
At the reserve bank It was statedthat the lowering of the rate reflectsstill further the casing of the country'sfinancial strain as the result of theInauguration of the Federal reservebank -system, and other economic In- |

(Continued on Second Cage.) {

NflTIOH IS il PREPSBED
TO DEFEHOPlUMl

In Addition to Navy, Large Mobile
Army Would He Iiequired to

Protect Waterway.
STIKJANCJ GIVES HIS OPINION

Commander of Atlantic Fleet's Sub¬
marine Flotilla Holds ISattleship la
Prime Factor in Naval Defense.
Kooscvelt Proposed as Witness.

WASHINGTON, December 15. pre¬
paredness of the United States to de-
fend the Panama Canal in caso of war
was the subject of a series of ques¬
tions put to Commander Stirling, com¬
manding the Atlantic Fleet's subma-
Hue flotilla at to-day s hearing before
tlie House Naval Committee. The com¬
mander e>.Presco,| the opinion that In

;Irmv wo,!l°i |hC 'mV.y' n larp0 mobile
ol,'d lie required to protect the

<..innl and keep it open.

..o

'H °.Ur,nnva' force prepared to give
us control of the canal against a navy
of the size, an v. of Germany's?" askoll
ltepresentatlve Fair.

aauo.i

Ve,rv weU Prepared." the officer
replied, after sonic hesitation

<; omman.U.r Stirling pointed out that
uk of a base would handicap opera-

.rind
° Th?' h°S,il° nnvy a*a,»st

< nn.il. The nearest foreign base he

*lon.
Was ni,1,,lrn' il British posses-

,al,out lhe Pacific Coast,
'J®*-1ft red he thought both coasts

T"' i,s >o"if 'as the canal

if?"! Pt °pei1 fwr Pftss»Re of the

(irKICEII'S thsti.mo.w 1

AWIIACTS attention
The omcer's testimony as a subma¬

rine commander that the battleshii)
was the prime factor In naval defense

mltino mu.ch ,nte,est anionic com,
mltloo members. Ultimate develop-

would °L bat,lesh,»>- hf> Predicted.
Mould be to a more offensive, rather
than defensive type, with less armor;
'

. mo,re HPoed. Development of the
submarine, he said, would lead to a

five u° »" -,000",on armored, twenty-!
tive knot, seagoing vessel, to accom¬
pany the battleships wherever thev,
go jts a terror to the enemy's battle-

m-inm0, pe*!lrtll1n.K 11" eighteen sub-

¦11? I? il 11nr 1,1H c ommand, he said
.ill of them could get Into active com-

!l1Snnnrn,r0mpar-.,t,Ve,y 8hort

t)i » . ,,0m wlU,i" ten days, and
; rest within two weeks, except two

th.it .ue in resei ve and not yet ac-

I e i'ni,i :,'V °'!W practically discarded,
il.!. In serious lack of tenders for
the submarine, and of how he had re-
peattcdly asked for more
Commander Stirling said the navy

submarines altogether
i ?V|U.i thlrty-oijfht built. eleven

Oft'i " ,n,Ui olffht "lore authorized.

P.oml8®' !° Sa ,V f'"tv «ere In the

.ii*H u at era. including nine at M»-

All of the boats, he said, were
equipped with torpedoes good at 3 500
to yards. He regarded the five
submarines at Colon as readv for anv
emergency to "take the offensive by
going out after an enemy's ship that
ni'-ht menace the canal
The commander said the navv now

lias thirty-dye destroyers, and lie be-
,,V »h«re should be eight seagoing
.i11fleet ,lS !l Proportionate part of

o, /,|,ol,l(l '»ftve a submarine flotilla
on each coast," he said

Representative Hobs'on asked if
heie was any really adequate defense

shii fleet"? V :,K,a,n8t a «r®»t battle¬
ship licet, except by a large navy

.Not against a military nation that
has a standing army and is willing to

invn'i .. nf lnvasion.a temporaryin/aslon. replied the otllcer 1

Commander Stirling said he could
not conceive of a time when the sub-
marine would be able alone to control

8Ca am' make It safo for a country's
oommorco.

nirj 3

Theodore Uoosevelt was proposed to-
da> as a witness before the commit.

If,?', ,i °r<l<iHc"tative "obson proposed
ml11otI'°wi 11 °<i °11V° *:ulW '1' aml l)>" l'°ni -

point
decide to-morrow on that

CLAIM SUCCESS
ATAMIS

Developments Show Appre¬
ciable Advance During

Last Two Days.
VIGOROUS FIGHTING

AGAIN IN PROGRESS

Germans Declare Attacks Are
Unsuccessful at Several

Places.

RUSSIAN VICTORY ADMITTED

Austrinns Not. Yet Recovered From
Sufrprise Given Them by

Servians.

Important Gains
Made by Allies

THE long; npcflcd nt(rmp< by
the Allien to mlvnnoc weinii to

be under wny In llrlRlam, nnd if
full credence can lie Riven official
report:* Imporlnnt kiiIiik have lii'i'n
made by the French, llrltlali ami
llelKlnnn.

From Kleuport, aayw the French
nfllcinl ntntvment, the France-Bel-
s?lnn troopN hnvc debouched nnd oc-
copied the line from the went of
Lombnertijde to the farm of Snlnt
GeorRM. Iiomhacrtnydc lie* nbout
one mile nnd a half northenat of
Mruport, nnd Saint (iforRrn i* about
one mile nouthcant of .Vieuport. TIiIn
operation, therefore, hn» Riven them
n tine running virtually a mile to
the enat of Nieuport, and rxtendlug
almoat north and nouth for a dis¬
tance of nbout two mile*.

The French report a gain along
a three-mile 11n« from Hollelieke to
Wytachaete, to the nouth of Ypre«t
nKulnnt which city Herman nttnrkx
of n violent nature were being di¬
rected almost Incessantly a few
daya ngo.

Further to the cant there ban been
n icnlii of nenrly a third of n mile
iu the direction of Klein '/.lllehcke.

The French Wnr Office nilmltn the
NiiccenM of (iermon Infuntryinen In
gaining n foothold at Kteliihnch, In
Alnace. although declaring the
French Ntlil hold the heiRhtN over¬
looking: that place.

In Russian I'olnnd the liusnlann
-.In I in continued success in the
Wlnwa region, but report lnruc
force* of (iermnnn conccntrntlng nu
the left linnk of the Vlstuln. with
the nrrlvnl of (Icrmnn reinforce-
mcntM along the front. For two
dny.s there hnt licen fferce lighting
In the neighborhood of liowicx. each
Mlde nltcrnntliiK In tokluK ucgrrit-
Klve.

Though the Austrian* hnvc liecn
forced to withdraw from UcigroilVi
ami now occupy only n sninll part
of Servla, they balance against this
n strong offensive in Westcri. Gn-
llcln, which they declare ban com¬
pelled the Hussions to retreat, and
rcMtilted In tlie capture of :tl,0i>0
prisoners.

The United Stntea hns' decided to
fiend. warships to I'nnaina Canal
Zone to guard ngnlnst violations of
neutrality there by belligerent
ihip.H.

LONDON, December 15 (9:30 P. M.),.
The offensive movement of the French
and British has become general, and Is
being pushed with strong forces, par-
tlcularly In Flanders, the Argon no, the
Woevrc and Alsaco. While the French

J claim success at all points except Stcln-
bach. In Alsace, the German olllcial
report says the allies' attacks havo
been unsuccessful at several places.
On the whole, however, it would ap-pear that the nlllea, who now have a(superiority In numbers as well as Inartillery, havo mado some progress andhave withstood vigorous German coun-terattacks.
The fact that the allies are in pos¬session of Hollebeke, in Flanders, andthat heavy fighting was going on againto-day shows that they have made an

appreciable advance during the. pasttwo days, as last week they were beingattacked by the Invaders two miles
west of St. Eloy, on the Ypres-Armen-tieres Road.

In the Argonne region, the French
say:
"We have made progress and rnatn-tained our advance of the precedingdays."

lOM'ECT MAIN ATTACK
IN ANOTHKIl IHHKCTION

i The force which has been checked atStein bach is the left wing of the army,which for some time, has been fightingIts way toward Muelhausen and whichhas cleared a considerable pari of At-
succ of Germans. It is evident that
while the Germans are prepared to
offer stubborn resistance to attemptedI advances in the regions mentioned In
the official communications, they expectthe main attack of the allies to be
mado in another direction, or them-
selves are preparing for an offensive,for they have gathered considerable
forces at Courtral, from where theycould be transferred quickly either to
Flanders or southward across tho
French frontior.
The only news from the east to¬

night was the admission of thii Ger¬
man general staff thp.t the German
column. which advanced throughMlawa towards Warsaw, "lias reoc-
cupled Its old positions, owing to tho


